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enhanced by directing all callers' browser-initiated con- 
tact requests to a single Internet Interface Controller. 
Upon receiving a caller's contact request, ruled-based 
routing is applied at the Internet Interface Controller to 
determine the Call Center, fronn annong the Enterprise- 
wide domain of Call Centers, best suited for servicing 



the call. A pre-routed contact request is created estab- 
lishing the Call Center best suited for servicing the call 
as the appropriate destination Call Center and a ses- 
sion is established between the caller and the Call 
Center best suited for servicing the call. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present Invention relates to call center 
packet routing, and more particularly to electronic-conn- 
merce and other consumer-based services conducted 
via Internet Call Centers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] As Internet-based services continue to 
evolve, many businesses and other Enterprises are 
aggressively developing Internet-based access meth- 
ods through which their callers and customers may 
access their services, request information, and collabo- 
rate with agents utilizing voice and data applications in 
concert with one another. These sessions are typically 
initiated from the caller's web-browser via a contact 
request. Many Enterprises, because they are extremely 
large, because they experience a substantial call capac- 
ity, or because they are geographically diverse, maintain 
more than one Internet Call Center to process callers' 
browser-initiated contact requests. Enterprises which 
maintain multiple Internet Call Centers are highly moti- 
vated to provide the most effective and efficient Call 
Center services possible - Enterprise-wide - since there 
is a strong correlation between quality of customer serv- 
ice and the quantity of repeat business. Quality of serv- 
ice, in turn, is dependent upon directing callers to the 
appropriate web-based applications, the appropriate 
Call Center, and the appropriate agent for servicing a 
call. However, current browser- launched applications 
are reliant upon static routing mechanisms, in which the 
caller typically clicks on a graphical user-interface but- 
ton associated with a particular Enterprise web-page 
and is directed to a predefined Call Center, application, 
or other service; regardless of whether the caller would 
receive improved quality of service from an alternative 
Call Center within the Enterprise-wide group of Call 
Centers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Internet Call Center quality of service is effi- 
ciently and effectively enhanced by directing all callers' 
browser-initiated contact requests to a single Internet 
Interface Controller. Upon receiving a caller's contact 
request, rules-based routing is applied at the Internet 
Interface Controller to detennine the Call Center, from 
among the Enterprise-wide domain of Call Centers, 
best suited for servicing the call. A pre-routed contact 
request is created identifying the Call Center best suited 
for servicing the call as the appropriate destination Call 
Center and a call session is then established between 
the caller and the appropriate destination Call Center 
[0004] The rules bases, with which the Internet 
Interface Controller determines individual routing deci- 



sions, is shaped according to the specific needs, priori- 
ties, and capabilities of the Enterprise's Call Centers. In 
one example of an application of the present invention 
in which it is desired to minimize the total amount of time 

5 the caller waits in queue before an agent becomes 
available, the caller is directed to the Call Center, from 
among the Enterprise-wide domain of Call Centers, 
having the shortest queue of callers on hold. In a sec- 
ond example illustrating the application of the present 

fo invention, when it is imperative to utilize the special tal- 
ents or expertise of an agent or agents available only at 
a particular Call Center, the caller is directed to that par- 
ticular Call Center, regardless of other considerations, 
such as length of caller queue. 

15 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0005] A more complete understanding of the 
present invention may be obtained from consideration 
20 of the following description in conjunction with the draw- 
ings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
architectural configuration of an Internet Interface 

25 Controller (IIC) utilized to establish an Enterprise- 
wide Intelligent Internet routing scheme among a 
plurality of Internet call centers or Internet call ter- 
mination points, in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention; 

30 FIGS. 2a-d represent an exemplary end-to-end call 
flow sequence utilizing the Internet Interface Con- 
troller (IIC), in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an exemplary processing 
35 method utilized by the Internet Interface Controller 
(IIC) in detemnining a call request route type, in 
accordance with the principles of the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 

40 real-time event engine messaging sequence uti- 
lized by the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) in 
detemriining call routing to an appropriate Enter- 
prise-wide call center, in accordance with the princi- 
ples of the present invention; 

45 FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary 
historical event engine messaging sequence uti- 
lized by the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 170 in 
determining call routing to an appropriate Enter- 
prise-wide call center, in accordance with the princi- 

50 pies of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is an illustration of an exemplary call reason 
data field structure maintained by the Internet Inter- 
face Controller (IIC) 170, in accordance with the 
principles of the present invention; 

55 FIG. 7 is an illustration of an exemplary URL data 
field structure maintained by the Internet Interface 
Controller (IIC) 170, in accordance with the princi- 
ples of the present invention; and 
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FIG. 8 is an illustration of an exennplary custonner- 
' entered information data field structure maintained 
by the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 170, in 
accordance with the principles of the present inven- 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0006] FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an 
exemplary architectural configuration of an Internet 
Interface Controller (IIC) 170 utilized to establish an 
Enterprise-wide Intelligent Internet routing scheme 
among a plurality of Internet call centers or Internet call 
temnination points, in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention. A plurality of customers, infomna- 
tion seekers, collaborators, and consumers are shown, 
illustrated as callers 110, each of whom may alterna- 
tively wish to access an agent or service associated 
with one or more call centers 120 which represent an 
Enterprise-wide network of call centers. Although call- 
ers 110 are shown accessing call centers 120 via the 
public Internet 160, and the Intemet Interface Controller 
170 and individual call centers 120 also communicate 
via the public Internet 150, it would be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that the principles of the present inven- 
tion would be equally applicable over any packet-based 
network for the purpose of intelligent cooperation 
between individual call centers which comprise an 
Enterprise-wide network of call centers. 
[0007] Illustrated are two types of callers 110. 
Callerl 110-1 represents a caller utilizing only a data 
terminal, such as a PC 1 12, to establish a data connec- 
tion with a call center 120 over the public Internet 150, 
typically via a caller-selected Internet Service Provider 
(ISP) 152. It is understood that other data terminals able 
to access the Internet with browser capabilities, such as 
personal digital assistants, are also contemplated as 
equivalents to a caller PC 1 1 2. Caller2 1 1 0-2 represents 
a caller also utilizing a data terminal, such as a PC 1 12, 
coupled to the public Internet 150 via an ISP 152, but 
Caller2 is additionally configured with a telephone 114 
for accessing the Public Switched Telephone Network 
(PSTN) 1 54. For the dual purposes of brevity and clarity, 
Callerl 110-1 and Caller2 110-2 will be collectively 
described as the caller 110 for the remainder of this 
description, except when differentiation between each 
caller's capabilities is critical to understanding the prin- 
ciples of the present invention. Similarly, although a total 
of n Internet call centers 120 are illustrated (call centers 
120-1, 120-2, .... 120-/?), subsequent reference will be 
made to a single call center 120 except when differenti- 
ation between individual call centers, within the domain 
of the Enterprise-wide system of call centers, is needed 
for describing and understanding the principles of the 
present invention. 

[0008] Now, assume the caller 110 initiates a ses- 
sion with an agent at one of the call centers 120 in the 
Enterprise-wide system of call centers. At least three 



unique call session types are contemplated: a Voice 
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) session, a text-chat ses- 
sion, or a call-back session. A VoIP session connection 
to an Enterprise's website is initiated from a multimedia 

5 PC 1 12 running a VoIP application. A text-chat session 
connection may be utilized when accessing the Enter- 
prise's website from a PC without multimedia capabili- 
ties, therefore resulting in a purely text and data 
exchange of communication with the agent, instead of a 

JO VoIP conversation. A call-back session is initiated by the 
caller 110 to request that an agent call back the caller 
110, typically because either the wait for an available 
agent is too long, IP network congestion is too great, the 
caller prefers to utilize a telephone for a particular trans- 

75 action or information exchange, the caller has only one 
telephone line, or merely because the time at which the 
call-back session is initiated is inconvenient for the 
caller 110. 

[0009] While using a web browser to access an 

20 Enterprise's website (not shown), the caller 1 1 0 selects, 
in one exemplary scenario, the VoIP communication 
option and a CALL_US request from a web-page asso- 
ciated with the Enterprise's website. The CALL_US 
request is a trigger which executes a Common Gateway 

25 Interface (CGI) script which captures pertinent infomia- 
tion and parameters such as the call type and the web- 
page Universal Resource Locator (URL) from which the 
CGI was triggered, inter alia. The CGI script is prepro- 
grammed with the address of a call termination site, so 

30 the caller's request, along with the pertinent information 
and parameters, are delivered to the call termination 
site via the ISP 152 and public Internet 150. 
[0010] In accordance with the prior art, the call ter- 
mination site is a pre-selected one of the plurality of 

35 Enterprise's call centers. Each call center 120 is typi- 
cally comprised of an Internet Call Manager (ICM) 
server 128, a Private Branch Exchange (PBX) 122, a 
telephony server (T-server) 130, an Internet Telephony 
Gateway (ITG) 126, and at least one agent workstation 

40 132. The agent workstation is typically comprised of an 
agent's workstation PC 134 and an agenfs telephone 
136. The functional block architecture of a typical PBX 
122 is illustrated as including a port side facility 146, an 
agent selection engine 144, a call queue buffer 138, a 

45 call routing engine 140, and trunk lines 142 for connec- 
tion with the PSTN 154. Also shown in the instant 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 is an optional, but fre- 
quently used, Enterprise firewall 124. At the receiving 
call center 120, the request is received by the Intemet 

50 Call Manager (ICM) 128. The ICM 128 interprets the 
pertinent information and parameters, such as the 
launching URL and the selected call type (e.g. - VoIP, 
text-chat, call-back, etc.), checks for agent availability 
within that call center, and communicates this informa- 

55 tion with the call center's telephony server (T-server) 
130. The T-server 130 is coupled and interfaced with the 
call center PBX 122, over an incorporated Computer 
Telephony Integration (CTI) link. The CTI link in any 
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PBX or switching object is used to monitor alt the call 
activity occurring at the PBX 122 and report each call 
activity event - such as call receipt, agent going on- 
hook, agent going off-hook, etc. - to the T-seryer 130. 
The T-server 130, In response, updates the ICM 128 as 
to the current status of the various agents at the call 
center 120 and other call activity events. The ICM 128 
maintains a record of the various activities and parame- 
ters associated with the cail center which it services, 
such as: the number of calls in queue, the number of 
available agents, the particular expertise and qualifica- 
tions of the various agents, etc. Once a CALL_US 
request is received by the ICM 128 and the request is 
recognized as a VoIP call type request, the ICM 128 
sends a message to trigger the Internet Telephony 
Gateway (ITG) 126 to set up the associated call to an 
appropriate agent within the call center, over the 
ISDN/PRI facility though which the ITG 126 is con- 
nected to the PBX 122. Agents, configured with multi- 
media workstations 132 having data and telephony 
capabilities, are able to service calls via telephony, data 
(such as text), a combination of telephony and data, col- 
laboration, web-page pushes, etc. 
[001 1 ] Although the ICM 1 28 is able to direct a call 
to the appropriate agent or resource within its associ- 
ated call center, call centers cannot cun'ently direct a 
call to the best Enterprise agent or resource across all 
of the Enterprise's call centers. For example, a 
CALL_US request may be received by call center 120- 
1, the initiating caller 110 needing to interface with an 
agent. It may well be that an agent having a particular 
talent or expertise would best handle the transaction, 
that no agent having this particular talent or expertise is 
available at call center 120-1, but that an agent that 
does possess this particular talent or expertise is avail- 
able at another call center, say call center 120-2, within 
the Enterprise. 

[0012] Advantageously, the present invention uti- 
lizes a new Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 1 70 as the 
initial call temnination site of a CALL_US request, 
instead of a particular, pre-determined call center within 
the Enterprise of call centers. Consequently, upon 
receiving a CALL_US request, the IIC determines the 
agent and the call center best suited to service a partic- 
ular call, considered Enterprise-wide, and initializes a 
call session between the caller 110 and the best suited 
call center 120. In the Instant example, call center 120- 
2 was assumed to have an agent that possesses a tal- 
ent or expertise best suited for servicing the call and 
therefore, a call session is established between the 
caller and the specified agent at call center 120-2. 
[0013] Although the Internet Interface Controller 
(IIC) 170 is illustrated as being implemented using a 
network server, it would be apparent to those skilled in 
the art that the underlying principles of the present 
invention may be implemented over any microprocessor 
device accessing a storage device and coupled to 
exchange information over a network to individual call 



centers 120. In the exemplary embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 1 . an Enterprise site 1 60 hosting the IIC 1 70 is cou- 
pled to the Internet 150 through an Enterprise firewall 
162, for information exchange with call centers 120-1 
5 through ^20-n. It would also be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that the IIC 170 may be integrated 
within one of the existing Enterprise call centers 120. or 
within a remote but shared Enterprise site which does 
not maintain a call center 1 20, or at a location dedicated 
70 for the purpose of hosting the IIC 1 70, or maintained as 
a service provided by a non- Enterprise service provider, 
or any other location and configuration that is capable of 
providing the same function and services as described 
in accordance with the principles of the present inven- 
ts tion. 

[0014] An exemplary Internet Interface Controller 
(IIC) 170 architecture is comprised of four inten^elated 
basic functional components: a Listener 172, a Data 
Repository 174. a Rules Engine 176, and a Routing 

20 Engine 178. In accordance with the principles of the 
present invention, a CALL_US request is received by 
the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 1 70 at the Listener 
172 (instead of at an individual call center 120, as char- 
acterized by the prior art method). This is accomplished 

25 by designating the packet address associated with the 
CALL_US request as the IIC 170 address instead of the 
address of a particular Enterprise call center 120. The 
Listener 172 then parses the CALL_US request and 
supplies the Routing Engine 1 78 with the parsed data. 

30 The Routing Engine 178 receives the request, deter- 
mines the most appropriate call center to which it 
should forward the request in accordance with rules- 
based parameters provided by the Rules Engine 176, 
and fonwards the request to the appropriate call center 

35 120. The Rules Engine 176 provides to the Routing 
Engine 1 78 the various programmed rules to be used to 
make a routing decision. The Routing Engine 1 78 deter- 
mines the appropriate call center based upon various 
routing priorities as assigned by Enterprise system 

40 management and incorporated within the rules supplied 
by the Rules Engine 1 76. as interpreted by the Routing 
Engine 178. For example, routing decisions may be 
based on one or more of the following characteristics, 
taken either singly, or in combination with the assistance 

45 of a weighting algorithm to prioritize the various charac- 
teristics: marketing data, agent expertise, historical or 
quantified real-time call center conditions (i.e. - call 
center call density, call length, etc.), caller entered infor- 
mation. URL of the web-page from which request is ini- 

50 tiated. This list of characteristics is presented as merely 
illustrative, and should not be construed as exclusive. 
Accordingly, yet other characteristics and parameters 
are also contemplated for use by the Routing Engine 
1 76 for making routing decisions, within the context and 

55 principles embodying the present invention. 

[0015] The Data Repository 174 is periodically pro- 
vided with updated information from the Internet Call 
Manager (ICM) 128 of each individual call center 120 
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regarding call record events, resource capabilities, 
resource utilization, agent expertise, agent availability, 
etc. Therefore, the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 170 
functions to direct CALL_US requests from callers 110 
(and the subsequently established calls) to the best, 
most efficient and efficacious call center or call termina- 
tion point from a plurality of Enterprise call centers 120- 
1 through 120-n. For example, a CALL_US request 
including a request for a Spanish-speaking agent may 
supersede all other considerations if a Spanish-speak- 
ing agent is only available at one particular Enterprise 
call center, regardless of that call center's call density, 
capacity, geographic proximity, agent expertise, etc. 
Considering a second example, if Enterprise manage- 
ment and system administrators decide that a reserva- 
tions request must be handled with priority over all other 
types of calls, then any CALL_US request initiated from 
the Enterprise's Reservation web-page (not shown) will 
be sent to the first available agent at any call center, 
Enterprise-wide and in*espective of any other call char- 
acteristics. 

[0016] FIGS. 2a-d represent an exemplary end-to- 
end call flow sequence utilizing an Internet Interface 
Controller (IIC) 1 70. in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention. In accordance with step 202. a 
caller 110 initiates contact by selecting a "Call Us" but- 
ton from an Enterprise web-page. In response to the 
selection, and in accordance with step 204, a CALL_US 
request Common Gateway Interface (CGI) script, resid- 
ing on the server and supporting the caller 1 10 browser 
interface, is triggered. The CALL_US request, having 
the IIC 170 address as a destination address, is 
launched from the caller's PC 112, over the caller's 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) 1 52 and the Public Inter- 
net 150, and in accordance with step 206 is received by 
the Listener 172 at the IIC 170. In accordance with step 
208, the IIC 170 next detemiines the appropriate call 
type. 

[0017] One exemplary method by which the Lis- 
tener 1 72 determines the appropriate call type is illus- 
trated in FIG. 3. In accordance with step 302. the 
Listener 172 at the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 
1 70 receives the CALL_US request from the caller 1 1 0. 
In response, and in accordance with step 304. the Lis- 
tener 172 creates a skeleton call record for the call. The 
skeleton call record is comprised of empty data fields 
relating to pertinent call parameters and information, 
data subsequently being written in the empty data fields 
as the appropriate parameters and/or information is 
received, parsed, determined, and analyzed. For exam- 
ple, in accordance with step 306, the Listener parses 
the source IP address associated with the CALL_US 
request In accordance with step 308, the Listener 
determines if the source IP address is a valid IP 
address, since not all received packets need have a 
valid source IP address. If the source IP address is 
determined to be a valid IP address, then in accordance 
with step 310. the source IP address is written to the 



appropriate data field of the call record stored in mem- 
ory at the Data Repository 1 74. However, if no source IP 
address is available, or if the source IP address is deter- 
mined to be invalid, then the source IP address is not 

5 written to the call record. 

[0018] Regardless of whether a source IP address 
is available, or whether the source IP address is a valid 
IP address, the Listener then determines the call ID/rea- 
son associated with the call, in accordance with step 

TO 312. This is accomplished by parsing the CALL_US 
request message to determine the call reason. The call 
reason is typically attributable to the Enterprise web- 
page CGI script from which a request is initiated, and 
then included as a data field within the CALL_US 

15 request by way of operation of the initiating CGI script. 
Once determined, the call ID/reason is written to the 
appropriate data field of the call record stored in mem- 
ory at the Data Repository 1 74, in accordance with step 
310. 

20 [0019] The Listener then parses the source Univer- 
sal Resource Locator (URL) from the CALL_US 
request, in accordance with step 314. A check is per- 
formed to determine if the URL is a non-zero value, in 
accordance with step 316. If the parsed URL is a non- 
25 zero value, then the URL value is written to the appropri- 
ate data field of the call record stored in memory at the 
Data Repos'rtory 174, in accordance with step 310. A 
zero or null value URL would indicate that the URL was 
not included in the CALL_US request, and therefore, a 
30 null value URL is not written to the appropriate data field 
of the call record stored in memory at the Data Reposi- 
tory 174. 

[0020] Regardless of whether the parsed URL is 
non-zero or null, in accordance with step 318. the 

35 CALL_US request is parsed to determine call type. In 
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the 
initiating CGI script assigns a predetenmined call type 
value to the call type field if a specific call type is 
selected by the caller 1 1 0, and a null value is assigned 

40 if call type is not specified. In accordance with step 320, 
if the Listener 1 74 determines that the call type field is a 
null value, indicating no specified call type, the call type 
is set to a default text-chat call type, in accordance with 
step 322. The selection of a text-chat call type is then 

45 written to the appropriate data field of the call record 
stored in memory at the Data Repository 174, in accord- 
ance with step 310. If however, the call type value is a 
non-zero value, then in accordance with step 324, cus- 
tomer-entered information is parsed from the CALL_US 

50 request message and written to the appropriate data 
field of the call record stored in memory at the Data 
Repository 174, in accordance with step 310. The call 
record stored within the Data Repository 174 now 
includes field values representing all of the pertinent 

55 information associated with the incoming call. Addition- 
ally, other call center definable parameters may also be 
parsed and stored within the Data Repository, as would 
be apparent to those skilled in the art 
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[0021] Returning to FIG, 2. step 210, the Internet 
Interface Controller (IIC) 170 Routing Engine 178 dips 
the call record stored within the IIC Data Repository 
174, and in conjunction with rules-based input fronn the 
IIC Rules Engine 176, detennines which Enterprise- 
wide call center 1 20 will best service the call. For exam- 
ple, in accordance with step 212. if the Rules Engine 
176 is programmed to instruct the Routing Engine 178 
not to use real time event data, then the Routing Engine 
ignores real time event data as a component of the call 
routing decision. However, if the Rules Engine 176 is 
programmed to instruct the Routing Engine 178 to use 
real-time event data, then the Routing Engine operates 
as an event-driven engine, either exclusively or in com- 
bination with other subsequently described routing 
algorithm components, in accordance with step 214. 
One exemplary method by which the Rules Engine 1 76 
acquires real-time data so that it may be utilized as a 
real-time event engine is Illustrated in FIG. 4. 
[0022] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an 
exemplary real-time event engine messaging sequence 
utilized by the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 170 in 
determining call routing to an appropriate Enterprise- 
wise call center, in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention. Real-time event information is real- 
time data monitored by a respective call center's T- 
server 130 and reported to the call center's Internet Call 
Manager (ICM) 128 independently, for each call center 
120 within the Enterprise-wide domain of call centers. 
The events are typically characterized as state 
changes, or events, which occur at a calling center's 
PBX 122 or other programmable switch. Some typical 
real-time events reported to a call center's ICM 128 from 
the respective call center's T-server 130 include: call 
center agents logging on or off, a connected call, a call 
disconnect, number of calls in queue, etc. These exam- 
ples are illustrative only, and are not intended to be an 
exhaustive list of state changes reportable to the ICM 
128. Other event types currently are, or may be, 
reported to the ICM 128 as a state change, as would be 
apparent to those skilled in the art. 
[0023] Assume, in accordance with step 41 0, that a 
PBX state change takes place, such as that a particular 
agent logs on at a call center PBX 122. This state 
change causes a PBX call event to be generated, in 
accordance with step 412. The call center T-server 130 
detects the call event in accordance with step 41 4, Sub- 
sequently the call center T-server 130 reports the call 
event to its ICM, in this particular example. ICM^. in 
accordance with step 416. Typically, upon receiving the 
call event notification, an ICM records the occurrence 
locally within its call history log. In accordance with the 
principles of the present invention, the ICM additionally 
reports such state changes to the Enterprise Internet 
Interface Controller (IIC) 170, in accordance with step 
418. Notification of individual call center state changes 
are detected by the IIC Listener 172 and the infonnation 
is then stored at the IIC Data Repository 1 74, in accord- 



ance with step 420. The Internet Call Managers (ICMs) 
for each of the call centers included in the Enterprise- 
wide domain of call centers are shown collectively as 
the ICM Enterprise 450. It should be noted that there is 

5 not necessarily a one-to-one con^espondence between 
the number of call centers and the number of ICMs. For 
example, FIG. 4 includes a total of n Internet Call Man- 
agers (ICMs), ICMi through 1CM„. ICM^ is illustrated as 
being dedicated to a single call center having a single 

70 PBX. ICM2 is illustrated as managing a single call 
center as well (CC2). A single call center may be of such 
size and magnitude that two or more ICMs (ICM3 and 
ICM4) may administer distinct subsections of a call 
center (CC4). 

75 [0024] Accumulating the real-time event data from 
each call center, Enterprise-wide, at the IIC 170 allows 
the IIC to determine the most appropriate call route for 
each individual call, based upon that real-time data. For 
example, if the Rules Engine 176 is programmed to 

20 value the minimization of caller wait time before an 
agent responds to a call, then the IIC 170. which pos- 
sesses real-time infonnation pertaining to the call 
queues for individual agents at indrviduat call centers, 
will make a routing decision which minimizes or reduces 

25 caller wait time, by routing the call to a call center and an 
agent having a short queue length. Calls may be routed 
- to a specific agent at a specific call center if that agent 
has a special ability or expertise, such as the ability to 
speak a foreign language, special training needed for 

30 handling complex orders, or a certificate or license for 
certain transactions. Additionally, real time environmen- 
tal conditions such as time-of-day, weather, stock mar- 
ket indicators, etc., may be used to define routing 
attributes, as would be apparent to those skilled in the 

35 art. The agenf s status (logged on and available, or oth- 
envise) is conveyed to the ilC Data Repository 174 as a 
state change event. As would be apparent to those 
skilled in the art. other real-time event infonnation may 
be utilized to make a routing decision shaped to accom- 

40 plish a specific purpose, and the specific examples cited 
are merely illustrative and not exhaustive. 
[0025] Returning to FIG. 2. step 216, if the Rules 
Engine 176 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 178 not to use historical event data, then the 

45 Routing Engine ignores historical event data as a com- 
ponent of the call routing decision. However, if the Rules 
Engine 176 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 178 to use historical event data, then the Rout- 
ing Engine operates as an history-driven engine, either 

50 exclusively or in combination with other routing algo- 
rithm components, in accordance with step 218. One 
exemplary method by which the Rules Engine 176 
acquires data so that it may be utilized as a historical 
event engine is illustrated in FIG. 5, 

55 [0026] FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an 
exemplary historical event engine messaging sequence 
utilized by the Internet Interface Controller (IIC) 170 in 
detennining call routing to an appropriate Enterprise- 
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wise call center, in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention. Historical event information is nnoni- 
tored by a respective call center's T-server 130 and 
reported to the call center's Internet Call Manager (ICM) 
128 independently, for each call center 120 within the 5 
Enterprise-wide domain of call centers. However, in 
contrast to real-time event data, historical event data 
does not reflect present call center events or activity. 
Historical event data may utilize real-time event data, 
but it uses past real-time event data, often accumulated 10 
over periods of time, and is used to analyze past call 
center activities for the purpose of predicting future call 
center activities. Historical event data, unlike real-time 
event data, is not reported to the IIC 170 in response to 
a state change; rather, historical event data is reported 15 
the IIC 170 on a periodic basis to update the historical 
event information database. Some illustrative examples 
of historical event data include, but are not limited to, 
reports of call center densities at various time periods, 
number of calls serviced per unit time per call center, 20 
seasonal variations in call center densities, number of 
calls abandoned per call center, number of calls proc- 
essed by a particular application over a given time inter- 
val, number of calls received from a particular IP 
address or URL. customer preference or ordering infor- 25 
mation, number of times the customer has made a call, 
call ID/reason, etc. 

[0027] Assume, in accordance with step 51 0, that a 
PBX state change takes place, such as that a particular 
agent logs on at a call center PBX 122. This state 30 
change causes a PBX call event to be generated, in 
accordance with step 512. The call center T-server 130 
detects the call event in accordance with step 51 4. Sub- 
sequently the call center T-server 130 reports the call 
event to its ICM, in this particular example, ICM^. in 35 
accordance with step 516. Upon receiving the call event 
notification, an ICM records the occunrence locally 
within its call history log. The ICM call history log main- 
tains summaries of call record details and state change 
events over a period of time. In accordance with the 4o 
principles of the present invention, the ICM periodically 
reports its call history log to the Enterprise Internet 
Interface Controller (IIC) 170, in accordance with step 
518. Site specific historical information is then stored 
within the IIC Data Repository 174. in accordance with 45 
step 520. The Internet Call Managers (ICMs) for each of 
the call centers included in the Enterprise-wide domain 
of call centers are shown collectively as the ICM Enter- 
prise 550. As previously described, it should be noted 
that there is not necessarily a one-to-one correspond- so 
ence between the number of call centers and the 
number of ICMs. For example, FIG. 5 includes a total of 
n Internet Call Managers (ICMs), ICM^ through ICM^. 
ICM^ is illustrated as being dedicated to a single call 
center having a single PBX. ICM2 is also shown manag- 55 
ing an individual call center (CC2). A single call center 
may be of such size and magnitude that two or more 
ICMs (ICM3 and ICM4) may administer distinct subsec- 



tions of a call center {CC4). 

[0028] Accumulating historical event data for each 
call center, Enterprise-wide, at the IIC 1 70 allows the IIC 
to determine the most appropriate call route for each 
individual call based upon that historical data. For 
example, if the Rules Engine 176 is programmed to 
value the minimization of caller wait time before an 
agent responds to a call, then the IIC 170, which pos- 
sesses historical infonmation pertaining to individual call 
centers' call densities, makes a routing decision which 
minimizes or reduces caller wait time, by routing the call 
to a call center which typically and predictively has an 
underutilized agent staff available at the particular time 
the call is initiated. As would be apparent to those 
skilled in the art. other historical event information may 
be utilized in making a routing decision shaped to 
accomplish a specific purpose, and the specific exam- 
ples cited are merely illustrative and not exhaustive. 
[0029] Returning to FIG. 2, step 220, if the Rules 
Engine 176 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 178 not to use a call reason in the routing deci- 
sion, then the Routing Engine ignores any call ID/rea- 
son included within the CALL_US request as a 
component of the call routing decision. However, if the 
Rules Engine 1 76 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 178 to base a routing decision upon the call 
ID/reason, then the Routing Engine 176 utilizes the rea- 
son for the call, either exclusively or in combination with 
other routing algorithm components, to route the call, in 
accordance with step 218. The call ID/reason, in one 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention and as 
previously described, is detenmined when the IIC 170 
Listener parses the CALL_US request to detemnine the 
call reason associated with the call. Although other 
schemes may be used, as would be apparent to those 
skilled in the art, a call reason may be attributable to the 
Enterprise web-page CGI script from which a request is 
initiated, and then included as a data field within the 
CALL_US request by way of operation of the initiating 
CGI script. 

[0030] FIG. 6 is an illustration of an exemplary call 
reason data field sti-ucture maintained by the IIC 170. 
By way of example, if it is determined that the call 
ID/reason, for a CALL_US request directed to the IIC 
170, is set to a first value (1), then the Routing Engine 
178 perfomris the routing decision, either exclusively or 
in combination with other routing algorithm compo- 
nents, to favor call center site A. Alternatively, if it is 
detenmined that the call ID/reason, for a CALL_US 
request directed to the IIC 1 70. is set to a second value 
(2), then the Routing Engine 178 performs the routing 
decision, either exclusively or in combination with other 
routing algorithm components, to favor call center site 
B. The number of alternative call ID/reasons available is 
determined by the Enterprise's Internet call center man- 
agement, based upon the Enterprise's needs; therefore, 
a total of n alternative call ID/reasons are illustrated in 
FIG. 6. As a specific and tangible example of this type of 
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selective routing based upon the reported call ID/rea- 
son;assume that a CALL_US request call ID/reason is 
the first value (1). and that a value of one indicates that 
the CALL_US request is being made to procure reser- 
vations. Further assume that all Enterprise reservations 5 
are made at one particular Enterprise call center, say 
call center A. Therefore, since reservations may only be 
made at call center A. the CALL_US request is directed 
to call center A only. If reservations may be had at other 
Enterprise call centers as well, then the Rules Engine 10 
176 and the Routing Engine 178 cooperate to select 
between all reservations-capable call centers and make 
the ultimate routing decision in view of the call ID/rea- 
son in conjunction with other routing algorithm compo- 
nents. 15 
[0031] Returning to FIG. 2, step 224. if the Rules 
Engine 176 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 1 78 not to use identification of the initiating Uni- 
versal Resource Locator (URL) as a basis for the rout- 
ing decision, then the Routing Engine disregards the 20 
initiating browser URL address as a basis for the call 
routing decision. However, if the Rules Engine 176 Is 
programmed to instruct the Routing Engine 178 to base 
a routing decision upon the initiating URL, then the 
Routing Engine 176 utilizes the URL of the initiating 25 
CALL_US request, either exclusively or in combination 
with other routing algorithm components, to route the 
call, in accordance with step 222. The initiating URL, in 
one exemplary embodiment of the present invention 
and as previously described, is determined when the IIC 30 
1 70 Listener parses the CALL_US request to determine 
the URL associated with the call and writes that infor- 
mation to the call record. 

[0032] FIG. 7 is an illustration of an exemplary URL 
data field structure maintained by the IIC 1 70. By way of 35 
example, if it is determined that the initiating (source) 
URL, for a CALL_US request directed to the IIC 170, is 
set to a first value (say, XYZ), then the Routing Engine 
178 performs the routing decision, either exclusively or 
in combination with other routing algorithm compo- 40 
nents, to favor call center site A. Alternatively, if it is 
determined that the Initiating URL, for a CALL_US 
request directed to the IIC 1 70, is set to a second value 
(say, CEF), then the Routing Engine 178 performs the 
routing decision, either exclusively or in combination 45 
with other routing algorithm components, to favor call 
center site B. The number of alternative URLs upon 
which a routing decision may be based is determined by 
the Enterprise's Internet call center management, 
based upon the Enterprise's needs; therefore, a total of so 
n alternative initiating URL addresses are illustrated in 
FIG. 7. As a specific and tangible example of this type of 
selective routing based upon the initiating URL address, 
assume that a CALL_US request has a first initiating 
URL value (XYZ), and that a value of XYZ indicates that 55 
the CALL_US request is being made from the Enter- 
prise's reservations web-page. Further assume that all 
Enterprise reservations are made at one particular 



Enterprise call center, say call center A. Therefore, 
since reservations may only be made at call center A, 
the CALL_US request is directed to call center A only. If 
reservations may be had at other Enterprise call centers 
as well, then the Rules Engine 176 and the Routing 
Engine 178 cooperate to select between all reserva- 
tions-capable call centers and make the ultimate routing 
decision in view of the initiating URL address in con- 
junction with other routing algorithm components. 
[0033] Returning to FIG. 2, step 228, if the Rules 
Engine 176 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 178 not to use customer-entered Infomnation as 
a basis for the routing decision, then the Routing Engine 
disregards the information entered by a caller and con- 
tained within the returned CALL_US request CGI script 
as a basis for the call routing decision. However, if the 
Rules Engine 176 is programmed to instruct the Routing 
Engine 178 to base a routing decision upon customer- 
entered information, then the Routing Engine 176 uti- 
lizes the customer-entered information, either exclu- 
sively or in combination with other routing algorithm 
components, to route the call, in accordance with step 
230. The customer-entered infomnation, in one exem- 
plary embodiment of the present invention and as previ- 
ously described, is determined when the IIC 170 
Listener receives and parses the CALL_US request and 
writes that information to the call record. Customer- 
entered infomnation may include, but is not limited to, 
customer data such as: e-mail address, home address, 
shipping address, daytime and evening phone numbers, 
credit card information, shipping preferences, consumer 
preferences, product preferences, family size, house- 
hold income, and/or any other data which the Enterprise 
considers useful and pertinent. 
[0034] FIG. 8 is an illustration of an exemplary cus- 
tomer-entered information data field structure main- 
tained by the IIC 170. By way of example, if a particular 
data field from the customer-entered information is set 
to a first value (say, XII), then the Routing Engine 178 
performs the routing decision, either exclusively or in 
combination with other routing algorithm components, 
to favor call center site A. Alternatively, if it is determined 
that the particular data field from the customer-entered 
infomnation is set to a second value (say, XI 2), then the 
Routing Engine 178 perfomns the routing decision, 
either exclusively or in combination with other routing 
algorithm components, to favor call center site B. The 
number of alternative customer-entered infomnation 
fields, and the number of alternative values for each of 
those fields, are determined by the Enterprise's man- 
agement or system administrators, based upon the 
Enterprise's needs; therefore, a total of n alternative ini- 
tiating customer-entered information field values are 
illustrated in FIG. 8. As a specific and tangible example 
of this type of selective routing based upon the cus- 
tomer-entered information, assume that a CALL_US 
request includes customer-entered infonnation indicat- 
ing that the caller wishes to purchase a particular prod- 
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uct. indicated by the value of X1 1 in a customer-entered 
infomriation field. Further assunne that all of the Enter- 
prise's sales for that particular product are made at one 
particular Enterprise call center, say call center A. 
Therefore, since that particular product may only be 
sold by agents staffing call center A, the CALL_US 
request is directed to call center A only. If that particular 
product may be sold at other Enterprise call centers as 
well, then the Rules Engine 176 and the Routing Engine 
178 cooperate to select between all call centers selling 
the product and make the ultimate routing decision in 
conjunction with other routing algorithm components. 
Routing decisions may also be made based upon call 
type, as would be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
For example, a single call center may be the only call 
center staffed with agents who can perform text-chat 
sessions. 

[0035] Returning to FIG. 2, step 232, the previously 
described rules are utilized by the Routing Engine 178, 
using either individual rules exclusively, or two or more 
rules applied cooperatively by utilizing a rule-blending or 
weighting algorithm, to determine the appropriate 
Enterprise-wide call center 120 which will service a call. 
In accordance with step 234, the IIC 170 Routing 
Engine 178 creates a routing message containing the 
Internet Call Manager (ICM) 128 address for the call 
center 120 determined from the previous step; and 
returns the routing message to the browser of the caller 
110 which initiated the original CALL_US request. The 
caller's browser is then updated with the ICM address 
as the pre-routed CALL_US request destination 
address, in accordance with step 236. The pre-routed 
CALL_US request is then launched from the caller's 
browser and received at the destination ICM 128, in 
accordance with step 238. 

[0036] When received at the destination ICM 128 
for the selected call center 120, the ICM 128 determines 
the call-type for the pre-routed CALL_US request, in 
accordance with step 240. If the pre-routed CALL_US 
request is a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) request, 
the ICM 128 selects ITG, in accordance with step 246. 
The ICM 128 then establishes VoIP communication 
between the caller 110 and the call center 120 Internet 
Telephony Gateway 126 which connects with the VoIP 
application on the callers PC, in accordance with step 
247. One such VoIP application is as Microsoft® Corpo- 
ration's NetMeeting®. In a prefen'ed embodiment of the 
present invention, the VoIP application is an H.323 com- 
pliant application. H.323 is the International Telecom- 
munications Union Telecommunications (ITU-T) 
standard defining a set of call control, channel setup 
and codec specifications for transmitting real-time voice 
and video over networks that doesn't offer guaranteed 
service or quality of service - such as packet networks, 
and in particular, the Internet. Local Area Networks 
(LANs), Wide Area Networks (WANs), and intranets. In 
accordance with step 248, the call is then launched by 
the call center ICM 128 from the ITG 126 to the call 



center Private Branch Exchange (PBX) 122 via the port 
side facility 146 (typically an ISDN/PRI interface). 
[0037] If, however, the determination made in step 
240 establishes that the incoming pre-routed CALL_US 

5 request is not a Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
request, nor a text-chat request, nor a chat & call-back 
request (therefore a call-back only request), the ICM 
128 does not launch a call control application back to 
the caller 110. Otherwise, a call control application is 

10 launch back to the call 110, in accordance with step 
242. The call control application is an application which 
allows the caller 1 1 0 and an agent at the call center 1 20 
to exchange text-chat messages, share URLs and to 
othenwise collaborate, once a session is established 

15 between the caller and the agent. Simultaneously, for 
text-chat or call-back, the ICM 128 launches the call to 
the PBX 122 over a well-known phantom call facility, in 
accordance with step 244. The so-called phantom call 
does not utilize the ISDN/PRI port side facility; rather it 

20 is a method for reserving an agent without establishing 
a voice connection, resulting in a greater call capacity 
for the call center 120. 

[0038] In-espective of the type of call request; 
whether VoIP, text-chat, or call-back; the Internet Call 

25 Manager (ICM) 128 for the call center 120 to which an 
incoming call is directed determines, via the PBX or 
switch, if a call center agent is available to service the 
incoming call, in accordance with step 250. If an agent 
is not available, then the incoming call is queued at the 

30 PBX or switch, until an agent does become available, in 
accordance with step 252. If an agent is available, the 
ICM 128 is notified of the chosen agent ID, in accord- 
ance with step 254. A connection is then established 
between the caller 110 and the agent; a screen pop 

35 including pertinent caller infomriation launched to the 
agent's workstation 132. in accordance with step 256, 
and a caller/agent session is synchronized through the 
ICM 128. 

[0039] The foregoing description merely illustrates 
40 the principles of the invention. It will thus be appreciated 
that those skilled in the art will be able to devise various 
anrangements which, although not explicitly described 
or shown herein, embody the principles of the invention 
and are included within its spirit and scope. Further- 
45 more, all examples and conditional language recited are 
principally intended expressly to be only for pedagogical 
purposes to aid the reader in understanding the princi- 
ples of the invention and the concepts contributed by 
the inventor(s) to furthering the art, and are to be con- 
so strued as being without limitation to such specifically 
recited examples and conditions. Moreover, all state- 
ments herein reciting principles, aspects, and embodi- 
ments of the invention, as well as specific examples 
thereof, are intended to encompass both structural and 
55 functional equivalents thereof. Additionally, it is intended 
that such equivalents include both currently known 
equivalents as well as equivalents developed in the 
future, i.e., any elements developed that perfonn the 
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same function, regardless of structure. 
[0040] Thus, for example, it will be appreciated by 
those skilled in the art that the block diagrams herein 2. 
represent conceptual views of illustrative circuitry 
embodying the principles of the invention. Similarly, it 5 
will be appreciated that any flow charts, flow diagrams, 
state transition diagrams, pseudocode, and the like rep- 
resent various processes which may be substantially 
represented in computer readable medium and so exe- 
cuted by a computer or processor, whether or not such io 
computer or processor is explicitty shown. 
[0041] The functions of the various illustrated or 3. 
described elements, including functional blocks labeled 
as "processors," may be provided through the use of 
dedicated hardware as well as hardware capable of is 
executing software in association with appropriate soft- 
ware. When provided by a processor, the functions may 
be provided by a single dedicated processor, by a single 
shared processor, or by a plurality of individual proces- 
sors, some of which may be shared. Moreover, explicit 20 
use of the term "processor* or "controller" should not be 
construed to refer exclusively to hardware capable of 4. 
executing software, and may implicitly include, without 
limitation, digital signal processor (DSP) hardware, 
read-only memory (ROM) for storing software, random 25 
access memory (RAM), and non-volatile storage. Other 
hardware, conventional and/or custom, may also be 
included. Similarly, any switches shown in the figures 
are conceptual only. Their function may be carried out 
through the operation of program logic, through dedi- 30 
cated logic, through the interaction of program control 
and dedicated logic, or even manually, the particular 5. 
technique being selectable by the implementor as more 
specifically understood from the context. 
[0042] In the claims hereof any element expressed 35 
as a means for perfomning a specified function is 
intended to encompass any way of performing that func- 
tion including, for example, a) a combination of circuit 
elements which perfomns that function or b) software in 
any fonn, including, therefore, firmware, microcode or 40 
the like, combined with appropriate circuitry for execut- 
ing that software to perform the function. 

Claims 

45 

1. A method of assigning a contact request, initiated 
by a caller utilizing a browser, to a call center 
selected from a plurality of call centers, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

50 

receiving said contact request; 

dipping a database to access an applicable 6. 

rule from a set of rules; 

applying said applicable rule to said contact 
request to select said call center from said plu- 55 
rality of call centers; and 

returning an address associated with said call 7. 
center to said browser initiating said contact 



request. 

The method in accordance with claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

parsing said contact request to determine a 
type value associated with a request type field; 
and 

establishing a call with said call center, said call 
type dependent upon said type value. 

The method in accordance with claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving real-time event infomnation from said 
plurality of call centers; and 
applying said real-time event infonnation, in 
conjunction with said applicable rule, to said 
contact request to select said call center from 
said plurality of call centers. 

The method in accordance with claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving historical event infonnation from said 
plurality of call centers; and 
applying said historical event infonnation, in 
conjunction with said applicable rule, to said 
contact request to select said call center from 
said plurality of call centers. 

A device for assigning a contact request, initiated 
by a caller utilizing a browser, to a call center 
selected from a plurality of call centers, said device 
comprising: 

a listening device operable to receive said con- 
tact request; 

a data repository, operable to receive pertinent 
call center data from said listening device and 
pertinent contact request data from said caller; 
and 

a routing engine, operable to read said perti- 
nent call center data and pertinent contact 
request data from said data repository, said 
routing engine adapted to apply a set of rules 
to said pertinent call center data and said perti- 
nent contact request data to detemnine said 
call center selected from said plurality of call 
centers. 

The device in accordance with claim 5 wherein said 
contact request data includes a field specifying that 
a subsequently established call session is a Voice 
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) session. 

The device in accordance with claim 5 wherein said 
contact request data includes a field specifying that 
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a subsequently established call session is a text- 
chat session. 



8. The device in accordance with claim 5 wherein said 
contact request data includes a field specifying that 5 
a subsequently established call session is a call- 
back session. 



9. A device for assigning a contact request, initiated 
by a caller utilizing a browser, to a call center io 
selected from a plurality of call centers, said device 
comprising: 



means for receiving said contact request; 

means for dipping a database to access an is 

applicable rule from a set of rules; 

means for applying said applicable rule to said 

contact request to select said call center from 

said plurality of call centers; and 

means for returning an address associated 20 

with said call center to said browser Initiating 

said contact request. 



10. The device In accordance with claim 9 further com- 
prising: 25 

means for parsing said contact request to 
detemnine a type value associated with a 
request type field; and 

means for establishing a call with said call 30 
center, said call type dependent upon said type 
value. 



11. The device In accordance with claim 9 further com- 
prising: 35 

means for receiving real-time event infonnation 
from said plurality of call centers; and 
means for applying said real-time event infor- 
mation, in conjunction with said applicable rule, 4o 
to said contact request to select said call center 
from said plurality of call centers. 

1 2. The device in accordance with claim 9 further com- 
prising: 45 

means for receiving historical event Infonnation 
from said plurality of call centers; and 
means for applying said historical event infor- 
mation, in conjunction with said applicable rule, so 
to said contact request to select said call center 
from said plurality of call centers. 
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